
15 Statutes at Large, Chapter 249 (section 1), enacted July 27 1868

Chap. CCXLIX. ---An Act concerning the Rights of American Citizens in foreign States


Whereas the rights of expatriation is a nature and inherent  right of all people, indispensable to the enjoyment of the rights of life, liberty,  and the pursuit of happiness;  and whereas in the recognition of this principle this government has freely received emigrants from all nations, and invested them with the right of citizenship; and whereas  it is claimed that such American citizens,  with their descendants,  are subjects of foreign states,  owing allegiance to the government thereof;  and whereas it is necessary to the maintenance of public peace that this claim of foreign  allegiance should be promptly   and   finally disavowed;  Thereof.


Be it enacted  by the Senator and the House of Representatives of the United States of American in Congress assembled, That  any declaration, instruction, opinion, order, or decision, of any  officers of is government which denies.,  restricts ,  impairs or questions the rights of expatriation , is hereby declared inconsistent with the fundamental principles of this government.  

